COMMISSION AGREEMENT

Parties

This agreement made on April 25, 2008 between John Doe (Composer) and Jane Doe (Commissioner). 

Composition

Composer agrees to compose a music work (Composition) for unspecified ensemble.  Composition shall be approximately xx minutes in duration.  Instrumentation is as follows:  xx,xx,xx
Score/Parts

Composer will provide one clearly legible, performance-ready copy of the completed score of the Composition, and one clearly legible, performance-ready copy of each instrumental part to the Commissioner.  Final score and parts are due to the Commissioner xxx months/weeks in advance of the premiere.

Commissioner has the right to make photocopies or other reproductions of score and parts as reasonably needed for the premiere performance and other uses permitted under this Agreement.

Financial Arrangements

Commissioner will pay Composer a total commissioning fee of $1,000,000.36.  50% of the fee ($500,000.18) will be paid at the time this contract is completed and signed by both parties.  The remaining commission will be paid upon Commissioner’s receipt of the score and parts, as stated above.

Performance, Recording and Broadcast Rights

The premiere of the Composition will take place on date at location.  If requested, composer agrees to be in attendance, with all travel expenses and hotel provided by Commissioner or the Festival.

Composer grants Commissioner the exclusive right to premiere said Composition.  Composer further grants to Commissioner the exclusive right to perform the Composition publicly, without limitation or liability of additional payments of any kind, for a period ending how many years from the date of the premiere performance.  Composer’s performing rights society (BMI) retains the right to license performances, as applicable.

Commissioner and Composer mutually grant the right to record audio and video of rehearsals and performances of the Composition for non-commercial publicity and promotion opportunities.  Any commercial use of audio or visual recordings must be addressed in a separate contract.

Composer grants Commissioner first rights to commercially record the work for a period of # years after the premier.  The Record Label, which releases the recording, should be a label focusing substantially on the classical genre, as defined by the traditional performance of written music by acoustic instruments.  Both Composer and Commissioner must jointly agree to the label.  Production of the recording should be achieved by using industry standard classical recording techniques, equipment, and venue.  The production team (producer/engineer/editor) should have substantial experience in the commercial classical genre.  Both Composer and Commissioner must jointly agree on the production team.
Copyright

All parties agree that the copyright of the Composition remains property of the Composer, and that the Composition is subject to a performing rights license with Broadcast Music Inc. (BMI).  All parties pledge to take appropriate steps to protect the Composer’s copyright in connection with their issues of the Composition.

Credits

Commissioner and Composer agree that the credit on the title page of all published and unpublished versions of the full score, in all publicity materials and programs, liner notes and recordings, radio television and Internet broadcasts, presentations of the Composition in premiere performance and all subsequent performances, shall indicate that said Composition has been composed by Jerod Tate and commissioned by Jane Doe.

Signatures

Commissioner:

_________________________

Date: _________________________

Jane Doe

Composer:

_________________________

Date: _________________________

John Doe
