Salt Haul Truck Fire at the \Waste lsalation Filot Plant

personnel was completed st 1120 and the thind and Final mantrip was completed at 1134, Full
sccountability of all unde rgroamd workers was achieved at | 135,

All surface waste-handling activities wene sspended and the Mine Rescue Team (MRT) was
activated at 1 120,

Onee on the surface, workers werne evaluated by Emergency Service Technicians (ESTs) and six
persmnnel wene transporied o the CMC for meatment of smoeke inhalation. At 1420, all
personnel wene relessed from the CMC.

The MET performed carbon monoxide gas checks and entered the under groamd via the Air
[ntake Shatt at | 746, They procecded to the reponied fire location via the Air Intake Shafi and
amrived at the sah haul truck s 1E25. Mo fire was oheerved. Oxygen levels were at 21 pencent
and methane and carbon monexide were ai 0 percent. The MET noted that the air was ¢lear b
tht there wene embers st the location of the right front tire. They expended their fine
axtinguishers on these embers and proceeded o the aurface at 1915

At 22 asecond MBET entered the underground via the salt hoist, ok additional air quality
readings, and drove the under ground resewe vehicle to the scene of the fire. They applied all the
extinguishing foam from the rescue vehicle and the fine appeared 1o be fully extinguished. They
then wnchained a numbser of bulkhead doors which had been chained open priar to the incident.
O Thursday, Februany &, 2004, at (025, the MET exited the underground via the salt haoist.

A4 05 on Febouary &, 2004, the event was terminated and the BOC and JIC were deactivated.
Dir ect, Boot, and Conirlbuting Cawses
Direct Cawse ([0 — the immediate event o conditions that caused the accident.

The Board identified the direct cause of this aceident o be contact between flammable fluids
{either hydraulic ud or diesel Fuwel) and hot surfaees (most like by the catalyic comeerier) on the
sa bt hanel trwck, which resulied in a fire that conmimed the engine compariment and two front
fines.

Root Cawse (RC) — casal factors that, it comoected, would prevent recurrence of the same or
similar sccidents

The Board idemtified the root cause of this accident to be the failure of Muclear Waste
Parinership LLC { MW F) and the previous management and operations (MECO) contracion o
adequaie ly recognize and mitigate the hazard regarding a fire in the underground  This includes
recoenition and removal of the buildup of combustibles through ingsections and periodic
preventativie mainienance {e.g., ¢leaning), and the dec sion o deactivate the automsatic onboand
fire sSuppression system.

Contribwting Cawses { CF) — events or conditions that collectively with other causes increased
the likelihood or severity of an accident bt that individually did not cause the accident. For the
punpssses of this investi gation, contributing causes include those related 1o the cawse of the fine,
a5 well as those related o the subsequent response.



