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COMPETENCY ASSESSMENT

Procedure 30-3: Performing Visual Acuity Testing Using a Snellen Chart
	Task:
	Perform a visual screening test to determine a patient’s distance visual acuity.

	Conditions:
	•
Snellen eye chart placed at eye level (appropriate for age and reading ability of the patient)

•
Pointer

•
Occluder

•
Alcohol wipes

	Standards:
	Perform the Task within 15 minutes with a minimum score of _____ points, as determined by your instructor.


Competency Assessment Information

Meredith Moore, aged 27, is seen in the office for a routine annual examination. She wears corrective lenses, but has not seen her eye care professional within the last 18 months. Your provider wants to include visual acuity testing in her exam. Document results using the Progress Note Template (Work Documentation).

Time began: ___________
Time ended: ___________
Total time: ___________
	No.
	Step
	Points
	Check #1
	Check #2
	Check #3

	1
	Wash hands. Assemble equipment and supplies, paying attention to detail.
	
	
	
	

	2
	Prepare a well-lit room, free from distractions and with a distance mark 20 feet from the eye chart. Be certain there is no glare on the chart.
	
	
	
	

	3
	Explain the procedure to the patient, speaking at the patient’s level of understanding. Patients should be tested with their glasses or contact lenses, unless otherwise indicated by the provider.
	
	
	
	

	4
	Instruct the patient to stand behind the mark and cover the right eye with the occluder. Instruct the patient to keep the left eye open under the occluder and not to apply pressure to the eyeball.
	
	
	
	

	5
	Stand next to the chart, point to row 3, and instruct the patient to read each letter with the left eye, verbally identifying each letter read. If unable to read line 3, go to line 2 or 1.
	
	
	
	

	6
	Accurately record the results at the smallest line the patient can read with two or fewer errors. Vision is recorded as right eye, left eye, both eyes.
	
	
	
	

	7
	Record the patient’s reaction during the test.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Repeat the procedure with the right eye.
	
	
	
	

	9
	Disinfect the occluder with alcohol wipes. Wash hands. Accurately record the results in patient’s chart or electronic medical record.
	
	
	
	

	Student’s Total Points
	
	
	
	

	Points Possible
	
	
	
	

	Final Score (Student’s Total Points/Possible Points)
	
	
	
	


Instructor’s/Evaluator’s Comments and Suggestions:

	CHECK #1

Evaluator’s Signature: 
	Date: 

	
	

	CHECK #2

Evaluator’s Signature: 
	Date: 

	
	

	CHECK #3

Evaluator’s Signature: 
	Date: 


Work Documentation Form(s)

*Progress Note Template can be downloaded from the Premium Website
ABHES Competency: MA.A.1.9.f Screen and follow up patient test results

CAAHEP Competencies: I.P.6 Perform patient screening using established protocols; I.P.10 Assist physician with patient care; I.A.2 Use language/verbal skills that enable patients’ understanding; IV.P.8 Document patient care

